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In This Issue:  

This issue is dedicated to our dear friend and staunch supporter, Richard "Dick" Bice who passed 
away in March of this year.  Dick was one of the original team who worked at creating and 
supporting Pottery Southwest in the mid-1970's; his commitment and support continued 
throughout the rest of his life.   

Given the size of the articles with their numerous illustrations, the issue is presented in Part I and 
Part II.  Part I features a field guide prepared by Dick in the late 1990s along with an article 
contributed by Dave Phillips, which describes a Mesoamerican collection contributed to the 
Maxwell Museum at The University of New Mexico by Dick and his wife, Margaret.  Part II 
presents an article on Prehispanic Pueblo Pottery by Dick Bice along with Suzanne de Borghe 
and William M. Sundt. 

Finally, we provide some technical tips on submissions.  An electronic publication creates 
formatting challenges beyond those of conventional printing or photocopying.  These tips make 
publishing in Pottery Southwest easier for our contributors.  We hope you will take advantage of 
them and send in your submissions (see Page 23 for how-to). 
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YET ANOTHER CONTRIBUTION TO ARCHAEOLOGY FROM DICK BICE 

by 
Dave Phillips 

Curator of Archaeology 
Maxwell Museum 

University of New Mexico 
 

 

 
 

Sample Assemblage of just a few Nayarit and Jalisco ceramics from the Bice 
Contribution to the Maxwell Museum at the University of New Mexico 

 
 
Those who knew Dick Bice will not be surprised to hear that before he passed away, he and his 
wife Margaret donated a collection of Mesoamerican objects to the Maxwell Museum, 
University of New Mexico. Totaling 36 items and appraised at almost $20,000, the collection is 
dominated by figurines and other pottery from Mexico. The Bices acquired the collection in the 
1950s and 1960s, a fact Dick was careful to point out when he offered the collection to the 
museum.  
 
Richard Avery Bice was born in Colorado in 1914, and joined the Manhattan Project in Los 
Alamos in 1944, later becoming one of the original engineers at Sandia National Laboratories. 
He retired as a vice president of Sandia in 1978. Dick also served on the Albuquerque City 
Commission for eight years, and played roles in the founding and early leadership of the 
Albuquerque Museum and the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science. In addition 
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to this impressive career, Dick invested enormous amounts of time and energy into New Mexico 
archaeology, including through the Albuquerque Archaeological Society (which he helped 
organize in 1966) and the Archaeological Society of New Mexico. 
 
Dick was the irresistible force behind a number of field opportunities enjoyed by New Mexico’s 
avocational community, and published a number of reports on that fieldwork. The Maxwell 
Museum was pleased when the Albuquerque Archaeological Society chose the Maxwell to serve 
as the depository for Dick Bice’s archaeological field notes and collections. We are also pleased 
to have a ceramic collection so closely associated with one of New Mexico’s leading 
archaeological citizens. 
 
The Maxwell Museum’s collection of Mesoamerican pottery is a small one, but a series of gifts 
over the years has built that collection into an effective tool for teaching and student training. 
Most PSW readers think of Dick Bice as a Southwestern archaeologist, but in this instance his 
positive influence extends beyond the region where he worked. 
 
Following is a small sample of the collection donated by the Bices to the Maxwell Museum. 
 
 

 
Close-up of Nayarit figurine, ca.  

100 B.C.-A.D. 250 

 
Close-up of man with bowl and straw,  

from Jalisco culture, 100 B.C.-A.D. 250 
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Seated mother holding a child in her right 

arm, and touching her left cheek.  
Nayarit, ca. 100 B.C.-A.D. 250 

 
Close-up of seated woman with skirt, 

Nayarit culture, A.D. 100-800. 
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Publications available from the Albuquerque Archaeological Society 

Bice, Richard A., Phyllis S. Davis, and William M. Sundt  
2003 AS-5 Indian of Mining of Lead for use in Rio Grande Glaze Paint. Albuquerque 

Archaeological Society. Albuquerque 
From the Foreword 

"Although three decades have passed between the beginning of the Albuquerque 
Archaeological Society's field work and the completion of this report, this report is still 
an historic first not just for New Mexico but for the entire country.  This is a major 
milestone in archaeology, the first recorded excavation of a prehistoric lead and early 
historic lead/silver mine in the United States of America. 
"Lead isotope studies have demonstrated that Rio Grande Pueblo potters almost 
exclusively used galena (lead) from the veins within 800 meters of the Bethsheba mine in 
the early 14th century (Habicht-Mauche, et al., 200, 2002).  This report and the work 
conducted by Warren (1974) confirm that the Bethsheba and/or other veins within 
one/half mile were mined by AD 1300. . . . " 

"This report is also the first published report on the excavation of a Spanish or Mexican 
silver/lead or lead mine in the country." Homer E. Milford, Abandoned Mine Lands 
Bureau, New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division.  

Paperback: $22.00 plus $3.50 shipping and handling, CD in pdf format: $12. Please make checks 
payable to: The Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P. O. Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 

Bice, Richard A., Phyllis S. Davis, and William M. Sundt  
1998 The AS-8 Pueblo and The Canada de las Milpas: A Pueblo III Complex in North-

Central New Mexico. Albuquerque Archaeological Society. Albuquerque 
From the Foreword 

"This volume is the latest in a long series of important contributions made by the 
Albuquerque Archaeological Society over the past 30 years.  The project which is 
reported here involved excavations at a 13th century Anasazi pueblo and investigation of 
the larger community of which it was a part.  Excavations focused on AS-8, a 46 room 
pueblo located near San Ysidro, New Mexico.  As-8 is the largest site in a cluster of 
mostly contemporaneous farmsteads which includes at least 48 other architectural sites 
located along a two mile long portion of Cañada de las Milpas.  This cluster appears to 
represent a distinct community, and AS-8 is the preeminent site within the cluster.  
Several lines of evidence suggest that initial settlement in this area occurred around AD 
1160, and that occupation continued until around 1305, with the period of most intensive 
occupation about AD 1245. . . . . 

"The cornerstone of the analytical and interpretive sections of the report is an innovative 
ceramic seriation. . . . . The ceramic seriation is combined with other lines of evidence to 
infer the construction sequence at AS-8 and the settlement history of the community as a 
whole."  John R. Roney, Albuquerque. 

Paperback: $22.00 plus $3.50 shipping and handling, CD in pdf format: $12. Please make checks 
payable to: The Albuquerque Archaeological Society, P. O. Box 4029, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Pottery Southwest is a scholarly journal devoted to the prehistoric and 

historic pottery of the Greater Southwest, (http://www.unm.edu/~psw) 

that provides a venue for professional and avocational archaeologists to 

publish scholarly articles as well as providing an opportunity to share 

questions and answers.  This highly respected journal makes publishing 

more accessible for younger scholars and practicing archaeologists.  Pottery 

Southwest regularly features information about new publications and 

exhibitions relating to prehistoric and historic pottery of the Greater 

Southwest.  Published by the Albuquerque Archaeological Society from 

1974 to 1996, it was revitalized on the World Wide Web in 2004.  Pottery 

Southwest's website is hosted by the Maxwell Museum of the University of 

New Mexico.  It is a publication of the Albuquerque Archaeological 

Society. 
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SUBMISSIONS TO POTTERY SOUTHWEST 
 
The availability of Pottery Southwest in electronic format creates opportunities for 
communicating with a wide audience in a sophisticated manner.  It also creates formatting 
challenges far beyond those of printing and/or photocopying.  Some of our contributors have 
requested that we provide guidelines for submissions.  Readers with dial-up connections have 
requested that we keep the size of the publication under 1,000 KB.  Following are some tips on 
how to make this electronic transition as painless as possible: 
Author 
Information 

Please include all the information you want in the publication including your contact 
information so that readers may contact you directly. 

Length of 
Paper (word 
count) 

Major papers should try to be in the range of 3,000 to 5,000 words or a maximum of 
30,000 characters counting spaces. (To find out the length of your paper in MS Word go 
to Tools and click on Word Count.) Inquiries and Updates as well as dissertation 
abstracts and notices should be in the 500 to 1,500 word range. 

Page Margins  Top, bottom, left and right margins should all be 1 inch. 
Headers and 
Footers 

Please note that any headers and footers will be removed before inclusion in the 
complete issue.  It is best not to include them in your submission. 

Font Type and 
Size 

Our preferred font and size is Times New Roman, 12 point. 

Spelling and 
Grammar 

Please be certain to use the spell check and grammar check features of your word 
processor before submission.  Authors are responsible for the accuracy of their work. 

Paragraph 
Format 

Paragraphs should be single space, flush left, double space or 12 points between each 
paragraph. 

Images 
(number & 
pixels) 

Please limit all images to 640 x 480 pixels maximum in jpg.  Whenever possible please 
try to limit the number of images to no more than six.  Images should be submitted as a 
separate file as well as within the document.  When lining up images the easiest way is 
to create a table and insert the image into a cell.  The row below the image can be used 
for its label.  This is much easier than trying to line up text under an image.  To learn 
more about size see http://www.microscope-microscope.org/imaging/image-resolution.htm. 

Text Boxes We recommend avoiding text boxes; use a table format instead. 
Format Of 
Spreadsheets, 
Tables, etc. 

Importing spreadsheets, pie charts, etc. from Excel into a Word document should not 
present a problem.  However, if you do this, please send us a separate copy of what you 
use so that we may assure that the transition works smoothly. 

Bibliographies In order to make formatting go smoothly, we are requesting that bibliographies not 
include any tabs or spaces to make text line up.  This causes havoc for conversions.  
Thus, please follow this format:  Author (last name, first name) year title, etc.   
We will insert hanging indents so that the text lines up properly.   

Tips On Using 
Ms Word 

If you are in doubt as to where paragraph returns, tabs and/or spaces have been used to 
line up text in your document, click on the paragraph symbol in your tool bar at the top 
of your screen.  This will reveal where these formats have been used. 

Over the summer we may change our internet service provider.  In the interim "Camera ready" 
submissions should be sent to psw@unm.edu with a copy to pottery_southwest@hotmail.com.  
Finally, please don't be shy about contacting us if you have questions about submissions; we'll be 
happy to help.  Your contributions are needed to keep Pottery Southwest viable.  Additional 
formatting tips are at SAA's site at http://www.saa.org/publications/Styleguide/styframe.html. 

mailto:psw@unm.edu


ORDER FORM 
for POTTERY SOUTHWEST 

1974-1996 Archive CD 

 
 
 

TO:  Pottery Southwest 
c/o Albuquerque Archaeological Society 

 P. O. Box 4029 
 Albuquerque, NM  87196 
 

Number 
 of CDs 

Send to 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Price  
per CD 

Total 

 Name:          

Address:        

City:    State:   Zip Code:  

E-Mail (optional):       

$5.00 for 
AAS 

members 
and 

students 

 Name:          

Address:        

City:    State:   Zip Code:  

E-Mail (optional):       

$7.50 

for non-
members 

  AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ ____________

YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (if different from above): 

Name:           

Address:         

City:    State:   Zip Code:   

E-Mail (optional):        
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